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THE 
PREFACE. 
7 HE Materials out of which theſe 
Papers are compoſed, were intended to 
ave been made uſe of in a Treatiſe which 
was deſigned for the Preſs many Months 
hago, in which I propoſed to demonſtrate, 
hat the Doctrine of the Trinity in Unity 
was the Fundamental Article of Faith 
broughout the Old Teſtament, as well as 
he New; but upon the Eflay on Spirit 
having been put into my Hands, I was in- 
Yuced to make uſe of them to point out the 
Miſtakes of that Author; which I ſhould 
ot have done however, if what I had to 
Fer had not only been well adapted to the 

Purpoſe, but quite new. 3 
In treating of this Matter ] have, as 
I think, gone à good way towards proving 
hat the Author of the Eſſay is not only in- 
onſiſtent, but infincere : And it is no won: 
wer that bg is charged with Inſincerity, 
ny 


[i] 
as he is ſo great an Advocate for it in his 
Addreſs to the Lord Primate of Ireland. 

As for my part, what J have offered 
came from an honeſt Heart, and with af 
good Intent.------ However, I have this to 
alledge for my Sincerity, that I am not 4 
Clergyman my/elf; and that no Clergyman 


whatever knew my Deſign of either writing 


or publi ſing this Traft, till it went to the 
2 in the very ſame Words in which it 
now appears, And farther, all Perſons 
who know any thing of the World muſt be 


Senſible, that T cannot expect to be a gainer 


by the Sale of it; Experience having taught | 
many a barn and worthy Author, that | 
there hath been a Party 55 a long time, /o | 


very numerous, ſo very active, and at the | 


It 
Il ſame time of ſuch mighty Influence, that 


while they give great Encouragement. 70 
every thing which tends to propagate infidel |} 
and vicious Princi ples, are almoſt capable of | 
preventing whatever is calculated to pro- 
mote true Religion and Virtue, even from 


being read, mack leſs purchaſed : Which | 


Scheme comes very near 10 the taking away 


| of the Liberty of the Preſs, and can be 


vit | 
alculated for nothing elſe but the intro- 
luction of Popery into the Church, and 
Deſpotiſm into the State; Ignorance and 
ice leading Mankind by eaſy Steps into 
SLAVERY, in both reſpects. 
The Author of the Eſſay treats the mid- 
ding and lower Sort of People, whom he 
iles the unthinking Herd, as if they were 
W197 fit to judge for themſelves as to Matters 
Faith, ju? as the Romaniſts are wont 
o do; but our Saviour was of a quits 
„ Fontrary Opinion, in that not only the Be- 
nefit of his Inſiructioms was chiefly confined | 
o them, but all his Apoſtles were choſen 


Vom among them; the two principal of 


ish 


ed 


5 F:ohich had, after all, been poliſhed ſo little 
- Wy their Maſter's Inſtructions, as that they 
5 Pre ſiyled unlearned and ignorant Men; 


510% Wiſdom itſelf branded the Doctors of 
Fe Law with the ignominious Title of 
blind Guides; 2 Blindneſs which he im- 
puted not to their Ignorance but world] y 
lews.-----So that upon the Propagation of 
hriſtianity az fir}, Providence choſe the 
Foliſh Things of the World to confound the 
ue, and the weak Things of the World to 


confound 


— — 


confound the mighty ; the Wiſdom of this" ; 
World being Fooliſhneſs with God. 
The Scribes and Phariſees had ſomewhat | 
zo urge in.excuſe for their Conduct, becauſe i 
they wanted to keep themſelves at the Head i 
of 1. Church at all Events; but what 
the Author of the Eſſay as a Clergyman WW 
could have in view, I am at a great loſs to 
gueſs; as be, upon Reaſonings jo very weak, | 
as well as ſo very wrong, boldly attempts to | 
overturn the Conſlitution of the Church of | 
Ireland, and conſequently of the Church of | 
En gland, and to eftabliſh ſomewhat in its 
Room built upon ſuch Maxims, as, did they if 
univerſally prevail, muſt needs end in A 


chy and Confuſion, and every evil Work. 
| 4 0C-28- - - 
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An ANSWER 


A N 
* JETS . 
EAN SW E R 
d 
2 TO AN 
0 
RE S S AVT % SPIRIT. 
© | KR 
0 is H E Deſign of this little Tract is, fr to ſhew 
hl the true Lenſe and Meaning of the Scripture 
f = Expreſſions, the Angel of the Lord, and the Au- 
of gel of Feſus Chriſt ; and ſecondly, to animadvert upon the 
7 Errors advanced by the Author of a late Treatiſe, en- 


Ititled, an Eſſay on Spirit, in conſequence of the wrong 


enſe in which he hath underſtood theſe, and ſome other 
—aſſages of Scripture. 


= The Word Angel, is well known to ſignify in the ori- 
Woinal Senſe of it 4 Meſſenger or Miniſter, or in other 
Words, 2 Perſon employed in doing Meſſages or Offices, 
Wby way of keeping up an Intercourſe or Correſpondence 
between Man and Man. Hence it is, that Angels in 
Scripture, have, in general, been underſtood to mean a 
Rank of ſpiritual created Beings, of a Nature ſuperior to 

Man, and inferior to the Deity : Beings, which we are 
given to underſtand, are of two different Kinds, tho” at 
their firſt Creation but of one only; viz. of ſuch as are 
Miniſters unto thoſe, from among Mankind, o ore 
Heirs of Salvation; and of ſuch, who, having left their 
firſt Eſtate, work in the Minds of the Diſobedient, and are 
reſerved in Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Judęment of 
the great Day: Diſtinguiſhed otherwiſe by Angels of 
Light, and Angels of Larkneſs; Angels of God, and Au- 
gels of the Devil. | 
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2 " Ts nd 


gives us plainly to underitand, that Jehovah appeared} 


[2] 
This being, as it is preſumed, an unexceptionable | 
Definition of the Word Angel, I ſhall now attempt to 
give the true Senſe and Meaning of the Expreſſion the | 
Angel of the Lord; and in order thereunto, I ſhall refer 
to thole Texts of Scripture where it is made uſe of. 
Now the two firſt Expreſſions of this Kind, which we 
meet with in the Bible, relate to Hagar and Iſmael, and i 
ſtand recorded in the xvith and xxiſt Chapters of Gene- 
is; where we are given to underſtand, that the Angel of ii 
the Lord, or of Jehovah there ſpoken of, was none other i 
than the Lord or Jehovah himſelf, that ſpake to her, as 
appears from Verſe 13, of the firſt mentioned Chapter. 
he next Paſſage in which we meet with this Expreſ- 
ſion, is Gen. xxii. in the Relation which is given of 
Abraham's offering up his Son Iſaac; where the Angel of 
the Lord is ſaid to have called out of Heaven, and put a 
Stop to the Execution of that unnatural Sacrifice. And 
again, upon that Patriarch's having offered up the Ram, 
which he found caught by the Horns in a Thicket, he 
is ſaid to have called a ſecond Time out of Heaven, and 
to have pronounced a Bleſſing upon him, becauſe he had 
not ſpared his Son. Here alſo we are given to under- 
ſtand, from Abrabam's having called the Name of the 
Place in which this Affair was tranſacted, Jebovab-jireb, i 
that it was the Lord, or Jehovah himſelf, that had an In- 
tercourſe with him: For theſe Words may be more fit- 
ly rendered, in ihe Mount will the Lord be ſeen, or thei 
Lord will ſee or provide, than is done in the preſent 
Tranſlation of the Bible, where it ſtands, in the Mount 
of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen; becauſe there is no mention 
made in the Context, of any thing that ſhould be ſeen 
there; whereas, on the other hand, the whole Hiſtory 


4 
| 


at that tune to Abraham by his Angel, and provided | 
a Ram for him to offer up in Sacrifice inſtead of i 
his Son; andrhat from either one or both of theſe Oc- 


caſions, the Mount had that Name given it. 1 
The 


[3] | 
le The next Paſſage in which we find this Expreſſion is 
o Gen. xxxi. II, Sc. where Jacob ſays that the Angel of 
be Yi Cod faid unto him in a Dream, 1 am the God of Bethel, 
er ¶ evhere thou anointedſt the Pillar; where thou vowedſt a 
ft. ¶ Vom unto me, &c. Now if we conſult Chap. xxviii. 10, 
de Oc. we ſhall find that it was Jehovah himſelf, the Lord 
ad God of Abrabam, and of Iſaac, that had a Converſation 
'0- with him at that Time. 
of The next Paſſage in which we meet with this Expreſ- 
er i fion is Exod. iii. 2. where it is faid that the Angel of the 
as Lord appeared unto Moſes in a Flame of Fire out of the 
er. midſt of a Buſh, which was not conſumed therewith. - 
e- Now this Angel alſo is expreſsly ſaid to be Jehovah him- 
of felt, Verſe 4. as alſo elſewhere in the Context. 
of F The next Paſſage in which we meet with this Expreſ- 
t a i ſion is Exod. xiv. 19. where it is ſaid that he Angel f 
nd God, which went before the Hoſt of ae! in their Pals 
m, ſage through the Red Sea, removed and went behind 
he them. Now this Angel alſo appears from Chap. xiu, 
nd zT. to have been none other than Jebovab himſelf. 


a There are ſome other Paſſages of Scripture, in which 
er-Wthis Expreſſion occurs ; but as there 1s nothing in any 
the of them that diſagrees 1n any reſpect from thoſe above- 
eb, mentioned, and as I ſhall have Grating to take parti- 


alar Notice of all of them in the Courſe of this Trea- 
&t iſe, I ſhall remark here from thoſe above-mentioned, that 
tho' the Angel of the Lord is expreſsly ſaid in them to 
pe the Lord himſelf, yet the Word Angel notwithſtand- 
* ng, plainly points out ſomewhat diſtinct from the Lord; 
which Circumſtance I ſhall attempt to clear up, from 
he Definition which I gave of that Word at my firſt 
Wetting out, when I ſaid that it ſignified a Meſſenger or 
Miniſter, or in other Words, any Perſon employed in 
Hoing Meſſages or Offices, by way of keeping up an In- 
Fcrcourſe or Correſpondence between Man and Man; and 
Fonſequently, that as Mankind is made up partly of 
alter, and partly of Spirit, that I'xprefſion points out 
W+12/ter upon this army © at molt, Matter animated 
| 2 by 


* 


ent 


underſtood to be meant by that Expreſſion, is what I 


any time, to give immediate Tokens of his Preſence 


[ 4 ] 
by Spirit: For that the Word Angel, made uſe of upon 
the Occaſion aforeſaid, cannot poſſibly be underſtood | 
to mean any created ſpiritual Being, ſuch as are generally 


ſhall demonſtrate by and by. | 

Now, in order to ſet theſe Things in a true Light, it 

mult be obſerved, that there is not any Kind of ſpiritual 
Beings whatever, whether they be the Souls of Men at the 
Time of their animating their reſpective Bodies, or af- 
ter their having been ſeparated from them by Death ; or 
good or bad Angels, according to the common Accepta- 
tion of that Word, or even the Deity himſelf, that can 
poſlibly be ſeen by mortal Eyes; but in order to, their 
giving viſible Tokens of their being preſent with Man- 
kind, it is neceſſary that they ſhould clothe themſelves 
with Matter of ſome Kind or other. 

Thus we find almighty God giving Tokens of his more 
immediate Preſence to the Fathers of old, ſometimes as if 
Man, ſometimes as Fire, and ſometimes as a Cloud, &c. 
good Angels are recorded to have appeared on ſome Oc- 
caſions as Men“, and at others they are ſaid to be made a 
Flame of Fire; the Devil ſeems to have made uſe of the 
Body of the Serpent when he tempted Eve, and a Body of 
ſome other Kind when he tempted Jeſus Chriſt ; Samuel to 
took ſome other Matter beſides the Body which he had. 
formerly animated, at that time rotten in the Grave, I 
when by means of the Witeb of Endor he was raiſed up to e 
Saul; and as to Mankind, whilit alive here on Earth, it 
is obvious to common Senſe that we can only ſee thoſe 
Bodies which are animated by difterent Perſons, and not 
the Men themſelves. From all which it ſeems plainly to 
appear, that whatever Matter the Deity made uſe of at Mae 


h 
\ 


0 


I 
E 
0 
0 
q 


with the Fathers, as recorded in ſacred Writ, that is there ee 
ſtyled his Angel; it being ſomewhat which miniſtred un- 
to him the Means of carrying on a viſible Intercourſe ie, 
and Correſpondence with them, which he conld not — f. 

one on 


* Dan. viii. 16. ix. 21. Luke i. 19 + Pſalm civ. 4. 


Ws 


done without it. Hence it is that Iſaiab Chap. ham. . 
emphatically ſtyles ſuch an Apparition the Angel of his 
W Preſence ; and that St. John after having ſer forth in the 
Beginning of his Go/pe/, that Jeſus Chriſt was the one ſu- 
preme God, in the ſtrongeſt Terms poſſible, ſays, no Max 
hath ſeen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which 
was in the Boſom of the Father, he hath declared or mani- 
felted him, John i. 18. The plain Meaning of which is, 
that as God is inviſible to mortal Eyes becauſe of his be- 
ing a Spirit, no Method is capable of exhibiting him to 
our Senſes ſo much, as his taking human Nature upon 
him and uniting it with the divine, as he actually did in 
r {he Perſon of his moſt dear and only begotten Son Jeſus 
brit: For in thoſe other Inſtances, of which I have been 
peaking, the Deity only made uſe of Matter occaſionally, 
and for the preſent Time, without being united to, and 
Wemaining, ever after with it, in that ineffable Manner as 
Nie did in the Perſon of our Saviour. Hence it alſo is, that 
he ſame St. Jobn, Chap. ii. 11. ſays that upon Chriſt's 

vorking his firſt Miracle at Cana in Galilee, be manifeſt · 
xd forth his G/ory; which Glory he gives us to unders 
and, Chap. xii. 41. was none other than that of the 
Lord or Febovah, which Eſaias is faid to have ſeen, as re- 
orded in his Prophecy, Chap. vi. 1, Sc. as alſo that St. 
aul ſays, 1 Tim. iii. 16. that God was manifeſted in the 


— 


e, leſh. Upon the whole, the Word Angel, made uſe of in 
oe Expreſſion of tbe Angel of the Lord, is plainly put to 
it gnify ſomewhat that was viſible to mortal Eyes, and con- 
ſe equently it cannot mean of itſelf, either the Deity or any 


reated ſpiritual Being of any Kind, becauſe all Spirits are 
to vible; and as nothing but Matter can be ſeen by Man, 
at Nerefore that Word muſt neceſſarily ſignify, upon this 
ee ¶ccaſion, ſome Kind of that Matter or other, as J have 
re een endeavouring to demonſtrate. 
n- Having thus cleared up the true Senſe of the Word Au- 
ſe el, contained in the Expreſſion of the Ange! of the Lord, 
ve ¶ all now proceed with ſearching out how far theſe No- 
ae ons are reconcileable, not only with thoſe Texts of 
Ceripture 


—  — 4 
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+ 
Scripture already mentioned, in which it occurs, but with 
all the reſt where it is in any wiſe made uſe of. | 

Now in the Caſe of Hagar, of Abraham, of Moſes, | 
and of the //raelites above-mentioned, it is certain from 
what I have been obſerving above, that it was Matter 
wherewith the Lord clothed himſelf as with a Garment 
(to ſpeak in the Phraſe of the Pſalmiſt, Palm civ. 2.) in 
order to give viſible Tokens of his more immediate Pre- 
ſence upon theſe Occaſions, that was his Angel, 
Of the very fame Nature is that, which is recorded of 
the Angel of the Lord that withſtood Balaam, in the ſour— 
ney which he took towards Balak King of Moab, Num: 
bers xxii. 22; which appeared to Gideon, and put him 
upon delivering his Country out of the Hands of the 
Midianites; which appeared to Manoab and his Wife, toi 
acquaint them that a Child ſhould be born of them, who 
ſhould begin to fave 7/rael out of the Hands of the Phi. 
liſtines, namely Samſon, Judges Xi. 3, Sc. In all which 
Paſſages it is expreſsly declared, as it was in thoſe afore- 
mentioned, that it was the Lord, or Jebovab humnfelf, 
that appeared by his Angel. NETS Og. 
- "There are ſome other Texts of Scripture beſides theſe, 
in which mention is made of the Angel of the Lord ſim 
ply, and without its being ſaid expreſsly, that it was the 
Lord; all which I ſhall take particular Notice of alſo by 
and by. In the mean time, I ſhall ſpeak to a few Paſlages 
beſides, in which it is not expreſsly ſaid, that the An. 
gel aforeſaid appeared at all, tho” from concurrent Cir- 
cumſtances it will be found, that they do not differ in 
chat reſpect; and this I ſhall do by way of illuſtrating 
the Subject more fully. | | 

The firſt that I ſhall mention, is the Relation which is 
given in the xviiith and xixth Chapters of Gengſis; where 
It is ſaid, that the Lord or Jehovah appeared to Abra 
ham in the Perſons of three Men. Now this Apparition 
was certainly made by means of the Bodies of three Men; 
becauſe they are not only ſtyled Men in the Hiſtory, but 
it is likewiſe ſaid, that their Feet were waſhed ; that the 
eat and drank ; that they put forth their Hands, _ 
DU 110 
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pulled Lot into the Houſe ; and that they caught the ſaid 
C hoſpitable Friend and bis N ife, and his 11wo Daughters, by 
« Wtheir Hands, in order the better to prevail upon them 
to quit that City, about to be deſtroyed, without any 
longer Delay : Two of theſe Men are notwithſtanding 
called Angels, Chap. xix. 1. tho” they were ſtyled Men 
at firſt, as I have already obſerved ; and they are again 
ſaid to be Men, in the following Part of the Relation, 
Verſe 10. | 
The Meaning of all which is evidently this, that the 
Lord or Jebovab, the one great ſelf exiſting Being, whoſe 
odhead conſiſts of three Perſons, having a mind to give 
{brabam viſible Tokens of his more immediate Preſence, 
and ſuch ſenſible Demonſtrations of the Trinity in Unity, 
as the Nature of the Thing would admit of in reſpect 
of human Capacity, thought fit to make uſe of the Bo- 
bi ies of three Men for that Purpoſe ; which Bodies, in re- 
Ward of wo of them, are expreſsly ſaid to be Angels; 
Ind is a plain Implication that the other Perſon there- 
elf nentioned might as properly have been ſtyled fo alfo, 
f Occaſion had offered to the Hiſtorian to have applied 
hat Term to him; becauſe as all three of theſe Perſons 
re ſaid to be Fehovah, as well as three Men, Chap. xviii. 
, 2. as hath been already obſerved ; ſo Hä of them alſo 
re ſaid to be Jehovah and two Men, as well as iwo An- 
els, as appears from the ſame Chapter, Verſes 20, 21,22. 
nd the following Chapter, Verſes 10, 16, 24. from 
hence we may conclude, that all three of theſe Perſons 
in ere of one and the ſame Eſſence, Nature, and Quality, 
ines ſhall more fully clear up that Circumſtance hereafter: 
| The next Paſſage which I ſhall ſpeak to, is that where 
Yacob is recorded to have wreſtled with a certain Perſon, 
ho is ſtyled a Man, Gen. xxxii. 24.---- Now this Per- 
dn appears to have been actually a Man alſo, becauſe 
facob not only felt his Body in ſeveral Parts, in the 
rruggle which they had between them, but becauſe 
e ſeems from Verſes 25, 28. to have been more than 
equal Match, till by the 'Louch of his Thigh it was 
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[8] | 
| Vit out of Joint.---This Perſon notwithſtanding is ſaid MW 
rſe 30. to be Febovah, or God himſelf; and confe. 
quently the Body of the Man which he made uſe of r * 
this Occaſion, his Angel. | 
The laſt Paſſage which I ſhall mention at preſent i 18 
Foſhua v. 13. where it is recorded, that upon the Iſrae. 
lues having paſſed through the River Jordan, in order 
to their taking Poſſeſſion of the — Land, the Ap. 
parition of a Man having a drawn Sword in his Hand, 
was ſeen by Joſbua, which declared to that General of 
the — that he who appeared to him in that man 
ner, was the Captain or Prince of the Hoſt af the Lord. 
This Perſon alſo is Chap. vi. 2. faid expreſsly to be the 
Lord, or Febovab himſelf. and the Body of the Man who 
perſonated the Champion, was his 2 or the Means 
which he thought fit to make uſe of, to give Jaſbua Toi: 
kens of his more immediate Preſence with him. 
Upon the whole, it appears from what I have offered {of 
copiouſly on this Subject, that the Lord or Fehovab, and 
the Angel of the Lord, are ſynonimous Terms made uſel 
of by the Holy Ghoſt, and diverſified in regard of the Ex 
preſſion, juſt as he thought fit upon different Occaſions 
which Obſervation will be farther confirmed, not only 
from the Agreement which this Propoſition hath with 
all the Texts of Scripture in which the Expreſſion of 20 
Angel of the Lord is mentioned, that have not as ye 
been referred to, but in others allo, in which it is on ir 
implied; the Particulars of which are as follow, viz. 
Now 1n regard of the firſt of theſe, we are told, 2 Sam 
XX1V. 16, 17. that David faw the Angel of the Lord b 
the threſhing Place of Araunab the Jebuſite; 1 King 
xix 7. and 2 2 K. 2251, 3. that he appeared to Elijah 0! 

' two different Occ: ions, vig. in order to periuade him ti 
take the neceſſary Refreſhments, for the enabling him t 
hold out to the End of his Journey towards the Moun 
of God; as alſo to command him to go up to meer thi 
Meſſengers of the Meſſengers of the King of Samaris 
who were ſent by him to enquire of Baalzebub the Gods 
Etro 
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Etron, whether he ſhould recover of the Diſeaſe under 
which he laboured ; 2 Kings xix. 35. that he deſtroyed 
the AHHrian Army which beſieged Jeruſalem, in one Night; 

Matib. i. 20. that he appeared to Joſeph in a Dream, and 
15 encouraged him to take unto him Mary his Wife; Luke 
1. 9. that he appeared to the Shepherds, to give them the 


ler hoyful Tidings of the Birth of the Meſiab ; Matth. xxviii. 
4 2. that he appeared to the Women who came to ſee the 
þ 


Sepulchre, and to ſeek Feſus which was crucified z As 
v. 19. that he opened the Priſon Doors, and ſet the Apoſ- 
les at Liberty, from the Confinement which the High 
. Pricf had laid them under; Ads viii. 26. that he order- 
ed Philip to go and preach in a Place, where he might 
meet with the Eunuch of Candace, Queen of Ethiopia ; 
Acts xii. 7, 23. that he delivered Peter out of Priſon, 
and ſmote Herod with a noiſome and incurable Diſeaſe ; 
% xxvii. 23. that he ſtood by Paul in his Diſtreſs at 
ea, and aſſured him that both Himſelf and all the reſt of 
the Ship's Crew ſhould eſcape out of it with their Lives; 
and Pſalm xxxiv. 7. in the poetical Part of Scripture it 
is ſaid, that be Angel of the Lord encampeth about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them. 

Then in regard of the ſecond, we read Gen. xxiv. 7. 
hat upon Abraham's ſending his Steward to take a Wife 
or his Son Jaac from among his own Relations, and 


yeſhobliging him by Oath to execute it, ſome Scruples aroſe 
yin the Mind of that Servant, in regard of the Poſſibility 


of affecting it. Now, in order to remove all his Doubts 
relating thereto, his Maſter aſſured him that the Lord God 
of Heaven would ſend his Angel before him, in order to 
prepare the way for it. But this Angel alſo appears to be 
none other than the Lord God of Abraham, or Jehovah 
himſelf, becauſe the Steward not only prays to him to 
proſper his Undertaking, Verſe 12. but afcribes all his 
Succeſs to hun after it had taken place, as appears from 
Lerſe 52. 
Again, Jacob is ſaid, Gen. xlviii. 15, &c. to bleſs his 
Son 7c/eph in theſe Words, „the God before mou my 
C Fathers 


. 
« Fathers Abraham and Tſaac did walk, the God which 
e hath fed me all my Life long unto this Day, bleſs thee.| 


« The Angel, which hath delivered me from all Evil, 


« bleſs the Lads; and let my Name be named on them, 


« and the Name of my Fathers, Abraham and Tſaac ; and 
« let them grow into a Multitude in the midſt of the 
« Earth.” Bat here alſo, it is plain from the whole 
Hiſtory of Jacob's Life, that it was the Lord, or Jeboval 
himſelf, that was the Ange! there pointed out, as I have 
already made appear in N thereof. 

I ſhall conclude this Head with explaining thoſe re- 
markable Texts of Scripture, which ſay that the Law of 
Moſes was received by the Diſpoſition of Angels ® ; that 
it was ordained by Angels in the Hands of a Mediator + ; 
and that it was the Word ſpoken by Angels F. 

No in order to do this, it is neceſſary to conſult the 
Relation which is recorded of the giving that Law upon 
Mount Sinai, as it ſtands in the xixth and xxth Chapters 
of Exodus, and in the vth Chapter of Deuteronomy ; and 
there we find it expreſsly declared, that it was the Lord, 
or Jebovab himſelf, that was more immediately preſent 
upon that Occaſion ; that he himſelf ſpake all the Words 
of this Law; that he wrote them afterwards on two Tables 
of Stone; and that he delivered them to Moſes, who act. 
ed the Part of a Mediator between God and the Iſraelites 
without any the leaſt mention being made of any Angels 
or created ſpiritual Beings having had any thing to do in 
that Tranſaction at all. So that the thick Cloud which 
ſent forth Thunders and Lightnings, the Smoke, the Fire, 
and thoſe other viſible Tokens of God's more immediate 


Preſence, are the only Angels which he made uſe of on 


this Occaſion, that we read of. 

Agreeably hereto it may be obſerved, that the Deſign 
of all the Authors of the Paſſages in ſacred Writ juſt quot- 
ect, was to ſet forth the Preference which was due to the 
Goſpel above the Law. But the Arguments of the laſt of 
thein turn entirely upon this Point, that tho? almighty 

Go 


Acts vii. 53. + Gal. iii. 19. $ Heb. ii. 2. 
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God himſelf gave the Law upon Mount Sinai, accompani- 
ed with the moſt dreadful Tokens of his Preſence, viſible 
by means of the different Kinds of Matter which he made 
uſe of upon that Occaſion, in order to give the greater 
Sanction to it; yet a far greater Regard ought to be 
paid to the Goſpel, becauſe the fame God was not only 
actually preſent at the Promulgation of this lait-mentt- 
oned Di penſation, but the Matter which he made uſe 
of to give viſible Tokens of his immediate Preſence, 
namely, the human Nature of Jeſus Chriſt was actually 
| united to the divine. 

J But ſuppoſing that there had been an innumerable 
Company of the heavenly Hoſt attending upon almighty God 
at the Delivery of the Law upon Mount Sinai, as it hap- 
pened when he gave Notice to the Shepherds of the Birth 
of the Meſſiab, it appears from what I have been ſaying, 
that they could not have been viſihle to the 1 
without firſt clothing themſelves with ſome Kind of Mat- 
ter or other; and any Matter that clothed them, might as 
properly be ſtyled Angels, according to the original Senſe 
of the Word, as any created ſpiritual Beings whatever, 
for Reaſons which I have already ſet forth. 

I have been referring to all the Paſſages of Scripture 
which occurred to me, in order to ſhew that the Inter- 
pretation which I have given of the Expreſſion of the Au- 
gel of the Lord, 1s not a novel Conceit without Foundation, 
but exactly agreeable to the Senſe of the whole Bille; 
and ſhall now proceed to explain that other Expreſſion 
of the Angel of Jeſus Chriſt : Which being of the very 
05 Kind, I ſhall treat of it upon the very ſame Prin- 
ciples. 
he Expreſſion of She Angel of Jeſus Chriſt, occurs no 
where but in Rev. i. 1. and xxii. 16. in the firſt of which 
Paſſages it is ſaid, that the Book which St. Foby was a- 
bout to write was the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
God gave unto him, to ſhew unto his Servants Things 
which mult ſhortly come to paſs ; and he ſent and ſigniſi- 
ed it by his Angel unto = Servant Jahn; And in the laſt 
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it is ſaid, © I Jeſus have ſent mine Angel to teſtify unto 
you theſe Things in the Churches.” But notwithſtanding 
It is ſaid ſo expreſsly in both thoſe Paſſages, that it was 
the Angel of Jeſus Chriſt which appeared, yet it is alto- 
gether as certain, that he himſelf was actually preſent at 
the very ſame time, as is evident from the Context; juſt 
in the fame manner as it was ſaid, that he Angel of the 
Lord appeared to the Fatbers, in the Paſſages of which 
J have been treating, tho?” it was the Lord himſelf that 
was preſent upon all theſe Occaſions, as I have already 
made appear. 
The Meaning of all which is this, that Jeſus Chriſt, 

the Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, and conſe- 
quently the one only ſelf-exifting and almighty Being, hav- 
ing a Deſign to give his beloved Diſciple the laſt and ful- 
leſt Revelation of his Will, in reſpect of his Diſpenſations 
towards his Church in the laſt Ages thereof, which had 
been foretold by his Servants the Prophets, in a manner 
leſs complete and perfect before ; and at the ſame time, to 
give him likewiſe viſible Tokens of his more immediate 
Preſence with him, was obliged to clothe himſelf with 
Matter of ſome Kind or other for that Purpoſe ; becauſe 
the Body, by means of which he became incarnate, 
was ſeated at that time at the Right-hand of Gad in 
Heaven, there to remain till the laſt great Day. 
No this Matter which he took upon him as afore- 
Lt faid, is here ſtyled his Angel, and agreeably hereto, St. 
i -Fohn doth not ſay in the Relation which he gives of this 
Tranſaction, Chap. i. 13. that it was actually the Son of 
Man, namely, the very Body of CHriſt in which he became 
incarnate, which appeared to him, but only one /ike unto 
the Son of Man. The Godhead however was, it is evi- 
dent, as much preſent under that Veil, as it was when 
God appeared to Moſes by the means of Fire, and to 
Jeſbua of an armed Man: For this Apparition not only 
tyles himſeif by Titles peculiar to the Dezly, as I have 


been juſt obſerving, but St. 7chn paid thoſe Acts of Ado-+ 


ration to him at the ſame time, which he could not have 
2d aimiobt * $ been O much Preſent, as 
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he was when Moſes paid Acts of Adoration to the Fire, 
and Foſbus to the Man, in the Caſes aforeſaid. And ac- | 
3 the ſame St. Joby is forbidden to do the like, 


gard of the Angel which ſhewed him the Lamb, the | 
Bride's Wife, namely, the New Jeruſalem, as it ſtands re- 
corded Chap. xxi. 9, &c, and xx. 8. it being evident 
from the Text, that it was one of the ſeven Angels which 
ſhewed him of the Things relating to that City aforeſaid, 
that he would have worſhipped, and not the Angel of Je- 


in regar 


ſus Chriſt, the Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, as 


the Author of the Eſſay on Spirit would make us to be- 
lieve *, for the want of his having given a due Attention 
to the Matters of Fact related in this Paſſage ; and at 
the ſame time Reaſon tells us, that if that Being, which 
is the firſt and the laſt, is not to be worthipped, none o- 
ther of any Kind have a Right to demand any Acts of 
Adoration to be paid to them. 5 
Having W | ſo largely of theſe Subjects, I ſhall on- 
ly offer a Conjecture, why the Holy Gheft, ſeeing it ap- 
pears from what I have been ſaying, that the Tord or Je- 
bovah, and the Angel of the Lord, are ſynonimous Terms 
to expreſs one and the ſame thing, ſhould think fit to 
make uſe ſometimes of the one, and fometimes of the 
other, in the Manner as he hath done, and then con- 
clude the firſt Head which I propoſed to ſpeak unto. 
Now here it muſt be obſerved, that almighty God 
thought it neceſſary, in the earlieſt Ages of the World, 
to give frequent if not continual Tokens of his Preſence 
with Mankind, in ſome certain Place or Places, ſet apart 
for that Purpoſe ; as he did to the Mraelites afterwards, 
when he formed their Conſtitution in Church and State, 
and became in a very peculiar manner their King, appear- 
ing by the Shecinath upon the Mercy-Seat of the Ark of 
the Covenant: For that he appeared frequently to the 
firſt Fat bers, is learnt from Gen. i. 28. ii. 15, Sc. iii. 9, 
Sc. iv. 9. and v. 22. where that Circumſtance is expre(3- 
by declared; and that he gave continual Marks of his 
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1 and the Fire by Night; which he ſtyles ſometimes 75 
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| immediate Preſence in ſome certain Place or Places at the 
| fame time, may be well concluded from Gen. iv. 3, &c. 


|S where it is faid, that Cain and Abel brought each his Of- 
fering to the Lord; and that the Lord had reſpect to that 
of Abel, and not to that of Cain; as alſo from Verſe 16. 
where it 1s ſaid, that Cain went out from the Preſence of 
the Lord, and dwelt in the Land of Nod, on the Ea off 
Eden: From which Circumſtance laſt- mentioned we are 
given to underitand, that the Appearance of the Cheru- 
bims, which are ſaid to have been ſtationed at that Side 
of the Garden, to keep the Way of the Tree of Life, was 
not the Preſence of the Led, but that it was confined toll 
ſome other Quarter or Quarters of the Compaſs, Gen. ĩii 
24, 
8 * the Deluge, we read that ſometimes the Lord ori 
Febovah, and ſometimes the Angel of the Lord, appeared 
to the Patriarchs, being two different Expreſſions to ſig-· 
nify one and the ſame thing; and Expreſſions which 
Moſes continued down to the Times in which he lived 
when thoſe Tokens of God's more immediate Preſence 
continued to be made to the {/raelites to whom he wrote 
as if he had intended to give them to underſtand, that 
whenever the God of their Fathers thought fit to appear 
to them in former Times, he made uſe of Matter to ef: 
fect it, in like manner as he did to them at that Time, 
hy means of the Claud which was viſible to them by Day, 


Lord, and ſometimes the Angel of the Lord alſo: And the 
Penmen of ſacred I rit after his Days, continued to make 
uſe of the ſame Expreſſions promiſcuouſly, for the ſame 
Reaſons.-—-—--Which brings me to my ſecond Head, in 
which I propoſed to conſider of the Errors advanced by 
the Author of the Eſſay on Spirit, in conſequence of his 
having underſtood the Expreſſions, of which 1 have been 
treating, in a wrong Senſe; for it will appear from a due 
Examination into the Matter, that a Miſconſtruction 
thereof is the Foundation of all his Errors. | 
I ſhall begin with remarking that this Autbor, tho? he 
his Re 1n E 3 of his E/[ey, not to 
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think him either ſo ab ſurd or impious, as to imagine that 
there are more Gops than one, yet makes it the whole 
Drift of his Argument from thence forward, to demon- 
ſtrate that there are /wo Jen ov ans, the one inferior to, 
and dependant on the other; the firſt the one almighty 
ſelfrexiſting Being, and the other a ſecond or ſecondary 


| Gop (to uſe his own Words) who acted by a deputed 


Power from the firſt Cauſe. , 
In anſwer to which I ſhall obſerve, that whoever un- 


derſtands the Hebrew Language, muſt needs be ſenſible 
that the Word or Title Fehovah, is by no means appli- 
cable to any other Being, except the one ſupreme G; 
the Signification of that Word Being, be who was, is, and 
it % come, or as Iſaiab explains it, when he introduceth 
he Lord the King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer the Lord of 
Hoſts, ſaying, Chap. xliv. 6, I am the firſt, and I am the 
laſt, and beſides me there is no Ged. | 
There are more Fehovabs than one, indeed, ſpoken of 
n ſome other Paſſages of Scripture, as he remarks, parti 
ularly Gen. xviii, xix. but then, as I have already ob- 
erved in treating of the Relation ſet forth in thoſe Chap- 
ers, there doth not appear to be any the leaſt Difference 
dr Diſtinction made between the Eſſence, Nature, or Qua- 
ity, in reſpect of the three Perſons that are there ſtyled 


Febovab; for tho* the Author of the Eſſay pretends that 


dne acted under the Influence cf the other, in regard of 
hat Circumſtance, when it is ſaid that the Lord or Feho- 
ah rained upon Sodom, and upon Gomorrah, Brimſtone 
nd Fire, from the Lord out of Heaven; yet it appears 
rom theſe three Perſons being ſtyled by that incommuni- 
able Name of the one ſupreme Being, that they only acted 

Concert with each other, and not in a State of Subordr- 
ation. From whence it appears, that this Paſſage can 
e in no wiſe cleared up, but by the Doctrine of the 
rinity in Unity; a Doctrine, which I ſhall now attempt 


ſhew, was the great and fundamental Truth advanced 


y Hoſes in all bis Writings, _ 
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In order hereunto, I ſhall obſerve, that the very firſt 
Words of that moſt ancient of Mriters very firſt Book 
| {the Book in which the Paſſage above-mentioned ſtands 
recorded) run thus: 1z the Beginning God created the Hea- 
ven, and the Earth.-------Now the Hebrew Word Elobim, 
which in this Text is tranſlated God, ſignifies originally 
a Throne or Judgment-ſcat,upon which more Perſons than 
one ſit, and pretide as Juprome; and conſequently when 
that Word is 2 to God, (for it is ſometimes applied 
to Man) it evidently points out a Plurality of Perſons 
ſubſiſting in the Godhead. Hence it is, that tho” it is 
ſaid in the Text juſt quoted, that it was Elobim that 
made the Heavens, and the Earth, yet the next Ver 
gives us to underſtand from the Expreſſion, when it 1s 
ſaid that the Spirit of God MovED upon the Face of the 
Waters, that Ruah or the Spirit, co-operated with him 
in bringing it about; the Word which is tranſlated 
MOVED, ſignifying ſo much in the Original; and at the 
ſame Time it is alſo ſaid, Chap. ii. 4. that it was 7ehoval 
that made the Earth, and the Heavens. This being the 
Caſe, 1 may fairly aſk, whether any Writer of common 
Senſe, much leſs an inſpired Author, would have beer 
' guilty of Inconſiſtencies ſo notorious at his firſt ſetting 
out, ſuppoſing that theſe Expreſſions contain Inconſitt 
| ences? or otherwiſe how 1s it poſſible to clear the Thin 
up any otherwiſe, than by ſuppoſihg him to mean tha 
theſe three Perſons (or if that Erreiion doth not pleak 
the Reader, call them by any other) who are wane 
to be three in ſome Reſpects, are but o in others? 
And that this was adually the Senſe in which Moſes it 
tended theſe Things ſhould be taken, appears from th 
remaining Part of that Relation, Gen. 1. 26. where tl 
Deity is introduced as ſaying, let US make Man; an Ex 
preſſien that is made uſe of in the following Part of tht 
fame Hiſtory; for Chap. ili. 22. it is recorded, that th 
Lord Ged ſaid, behold, Man is become as one of U 
and again, xi. 6, 7, 8. and the Lord or Fehovab ſaid, g 
to, let US go down, &c. notwithſtanding all 1 Jy 
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fame Moſes declares expreſsly the Unity of the Godhead, 
when he tells the Jraelites in a very ſolemn Manner, the 
Lord our God is One Lord, Deut. vi. 4. and the Words 
of the Second Commandment alfo ate, as ſpoken by 
Jebovab himſelf, thou ſhalt have no other Goys before 
ME, Exod. xx. 2. From whence we learn plainly, that 
though two Fehovahs are ſpoken of in the Paſſage of 
which I have been treating, or rather, that tho* three 
diſtin Perſons are ſtyled Jehovah, yet it plainly appears 
from Moſes himſelf, ſuppoſing him to be conſiſtent, that 
there are not /hree Fehovahs, but one Jebovab. 

Theſe Remarks plainly account for the Mention that 
is made of there being two Jehovas in other Paſſages of 
the Old Tetement ; in like manner as we find in the New, 
that the Father and the Son are often mentioned as dif- 
tint Perſons, tho? the fame Attributes are aſcribed to 
each of them apart, as are not communicable to any but 
the Deity only; and accordingly they are declared to be 
one alſo, Fohn x. 30. and theſe Circumſtances, of which 
[ have been ſpeaking, relate not only to the Father and 
the Son, but to the Holy Ghoſt alſo, as is but too well 
known to need enlarging upon here.----So that the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity in Unity is fo far from having been a 
novel Opinion, invented by the Chriſtian Church, that it 
was the fundamental Article of Faith, revealed as early as 
the Creation of the World, and handed down as ſuch from 
one to another, through the different Ages and Conſtitu- 
tions of the Church; and conſequently, it is ſo far from 
being a Doctrine of little Importance, and unneceſſary to 
Salvation, that it is the eſſential Part of Religion, and the 
great Criterion of the true Church of God ; becauſe as all 
Men commit Sin, and it is not confiitent with the Juſ- 
tice of an infinite God to pardon their Offences without 
an adequate Atonement made for them; ſo no Atonement 
can be adequate, but what is in its Nature infinite, as well 
as 2 | 

aving hinted above, that the Word Elobim is ſome- 
times applied to Man, as * as Cod, I ſhall here give 
| an 
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| an Inſtance thereof as follows, in order the better to il- 


luſtrate my Subject. Now, as that Word originally ſig- 
nifies ſome certain Perſons veſted with Authority, as I 
have already obſzrved ; ſo it is very fitly applied to God 


| as being the Fountain of all Power, and to ſovereign 


Princes, as being appointed by him over their reſpective 
Communities for their Good, as is ſet forth, Rom. x11. 
I, Sc. and it is accordingly made uſe of in both theſe 
Senſes in the Ixxxiid Pſalm, where it is ſaid, Verſe 1, 
Cod, or Elobim, ſtandeth in the Congregation of Princes; 
he is a Judge among Gods, or Elobim. Here it will be 
found, it due Attention be but given to the whole Con- 
tents of this P/alm, that the Princes there ſpoken of be- 
long to one and the ſame civil Government, ſtyled in this 
Paſſage the Earth, Verſes 5, 8. at a Time when they 
would have been aſſembled together in Court, in order 
to diſcharge the Functions of their Office, upon ſome 
Occaſions relating to the Sate. Hence it is that they 
are ſtyled the Foundations of the Earth, Verſe 5. and the 
Pillars of it, Pſalm Ixxv. 3. and are pointed out, Verſe 
7. as having ſome Princes of an inferior Rank in Subor- 
dination to them; and hence it is alſo, that they are 
called upon, Verſes 2, 3, 4, 5- to alter their Conduct, and 
do their Duty by a faithful Diſcharge of. the Office to 
which they had been appointed ; blamed, Verſe 5. for 
having been ſo infatuated as to deviate from it ; and told, 
Verſes 6,7. that notwithſtanding the ſuperior Rank which 
they bore in the State, they will not eſcape the common 
Ruin which they would bring upon their Conſtitution, 
by the Neglect of it. This Event, it is plainly ſaid, will 
happen, Verſe 8. at a Time previous to the Introduction 
of the Kingdom of Gd into the World * ; and if it be true 
what the Author of a late Work, ſtyled the Scheme of di- 
vine Providence, ſeems fairly to have made out tron the 
ſecond and ſeventh Chapters of Daniel, the German Em- 


pare having an Emperor and nine Elettors at its Head at 


once, 


The preſent Biſhop of Clagl er ſays, in a late'Freatiſe, that theſe 
happy Iimes will take place about 250 Years hence. | 


119 
once, muſt be pointed out in this Pſalm; and theſe ten 
Princes juſt mentioned, muſt be the Elobim there ſpoken 
of. Accordingly, as that Author hath obſerved, that Go- 
vernment is one of the Conſtitutions of the Roman Em- 
pire; the Roman Empire is actually ſtyled the World or 
Earth in Scripture *; and the Emperor and Electors are 
ſtyled the Pillars thereof in the Golden Bull. 
The Fews, as I have had an Opportunity of knowing 
from the Converſation of one of their moſt learned Rab- 
bins, cannot but acknowledge that the Word Elobim is of 
the plural Number, as I have aſſerted it to be; but then, 
as ſuch an Acknowledgment mult neceſſarily oblige them 
to admit of a Trinity in Unity in reſpect of the Leity al- 
ſo, they pretend that they do not know what to make 
of it upon the whole; becauſe they ſay that it is appli- 
ed in two Paſſages of the Old Teſtament in the ſingular 
Number, and evade the admitting any ſuch Concluſions 
above-mentioned to be drawn from thence upon that 
Account ; but having conſidered the Matter ſeriouſly, 
ſince I heard what he had to ſay upon that Subject, I 
find that the Notions of theſe People in that Reſpect are 
founded upon Miſtake only, as I ſhall now endeavour 
to demonſtrate. 

The firſt of theſe Paſſages is to be met with Exodus vii. 
I. where we find that the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, ſee I have 
made thee a God or ELouim, to Pharaoh; but the ve 
next Words, and Aaron thy Brother ſhall be thy Prophet 
or Spokeſman, as well as the whole Hiſtory of theſe 
Tranſactions recorded in the fame Book, prove that Aa- 
ron was joined with Moſes in this Commiſſion from God 
to Pharaoh ; and conſequently the Word Elohim, made 
uſe of upon this Occaſion, relates to a Plurality of Per- 
ſons, viz, to Moſes and Aaron in Conjunction. | 
The ſecond of theſe Paſſages is 1 Sam. xxviii. 1 3, where, 
upon the Witch of Endor's raiſing up Samuel from among 
the Dead, at the Requeſt of Saul, ſhe ſaid unto him, 1 /aw 
(ods or Elobim, aſcending out of the Earth; which lo- 

Ds bim 

Luke ii. 1. and Acts xi. 28 


i * 

3 Anl. 
| | him proved to be Samuel, who had judged Trae! in his 
* Life-time as Supreme, without having had any Perſon 
joined in Commiſſion with him. But in this Caſe it 


j mult be obſerved, that when the Witch ſaid that ſhe ſaw 
Elobim, it was only a Miſtake of hers; for it is plain 
from the Text, that ſhe did not know till afterwards that 
tit was Samuel, who had been alone the ſupreme Fudge of 
 J/acl, that ſhe had raed up. What ſhe meant by that 
ord, was only that ſhe ſaw a Perſon aſcending out of 
the Earth, who by his Appearance ſeemed to have been 
one of the chief Princes of ſome Country or other ; and 
conſequently had the known that the ſupreme Power over 
the Mraelites under God had been veſted in him, ſhe would 
not have made uſe of that Expreſſion at all. But, be that 
as it will, it cannot be ſaid that ſhe applied the Word 
Elobhim perſonally to Samuel, as the Jews take it for grant. 
ed the did. But to return from this Digreſſion. 
As the Author of the Eſſay on Spirit ſtyles himſelf 2 
Clergyman, in the Beginning of his Addreſs to the Lord 
Primate of Ireland, he could not but know, whether he 
underſtood the Hebrew Language or not, that Jehovah 
was always eſteemed by the Jews as the incommunicable 
Title of the Deity ; which — gives room for charg 
ing him with being guilty of Inſincerity, in advancing 
any thing that tended to propagate the Notion of ther: 
being two Jehovabs, the one acting under the Influenc; 
of the other, and being in Subordination to him ; but a 
there is Reaſon to think that he is not ignorant of thi 
Oriental Languages, that Charge ſeems to lie upon hin 
the heavier, —T ſhall now proceed to give ſome Reaſon 
to prove that he hath acted an inconſiſtent Part alſo. 
Nou, in order to do this, it muſt be remarked, ths 
1 when he gives the Definition of God, Page 3. of his 
5 ſay, he doth it from that Expreſſion which the Angel 1 
* the Lord makes uſe of, when he ſays to Moſes, Exod. ii 
1 2, &c. 1 am that 1 am, and argues very ſtrongly, tha 
4 whatever Being aſſumes to himſelf that Title, canno 


but be Cod, the one only ſelf- exiſting Being; and ye 
not 


= «a e 5 


SET 


r 1 
notwithſtanding, the whole Drift of his Argument from 
therice forward 1s to demonſtrate, that this very ſame Au- 
gel was none other than Michael the Archangel, whoſe 
Name imports that he is 45 God only; and conſequent- 
ly that he is not the one ſupreme God, Pages 45, 46, 
and 70. | | 
K to pave the Way for this Doctrine, he goes 
very artfully to work, and you his Reader to under- 
ſtand, Page 5. that tho? God is the only ſelt-exiſting Be- 
ing, yet there are other Beings which exiſt beſide that 
Firſt Cauſe ; and that every thing which exiſts beſide 
him, which way ſoever brought forth into Being, whe- 
ther it be begotten, emanated, created, or ſpoken forth, 
muſt proceed from, and owe its Exiſtence to.the Will, 
as well as Power of the Firſt Cauſe. 4. 
Again, Pages 24, 2 $ 26, he ſpeaks thus: © To what 
« a Degree of Perfection Spirits are capable of being | 
« created, human Knowledge cannot poſhbly deter- 
« mine; but certain it is, that the Degree muſt be li- 
« mited in every Being but God alone: And that God 
* cannot create or produce any Being equal in Power to, 
* or independant on himſelf; becauſe two All-powerfals, | 


* two Supremes, would imply a Contradiction.“ 


We may however, as the Author goes on, eaſily ſup- 

ſe that God can communicate to the Works of his 

ands, ſuch Portions ofhis own Attributes as are greatly 
beyond the Comprehenſion of Mankind to conceive ; be- 
cauſe God can do every thing that does not imply a Con- 
tradiction. For as a blind Man cannot apprehend how a 
Shepherd, from the Top of an Hill, can preſide over ſe- 
veral Flocks of Sheep, wandering about at a Diſtance 
from each other; how he knows when they ſtray, or how, 
by the Help of his Eye-ſight, he can be, as it were, omni- 
preſent : So a Man of the greateſt Abilities may, for want 
of Faculties, be unable to conceive that Power, whereby 
a created intelligent Agent, of ſuperior Qualifications to 
thoſe communicated to Mankind, can be enabled to fee in 
Darkneſs as well as Light; to know the inmoſt Receſſes 


and 


* 


[ 22 ] 
and Thoughts of Mens Hearts; to preſide at once over 


ſuch a World as this which we inhabit ; and where two 
or three are gathered together, there to be alſo inviſible 


in the midſt of them: And yet ſuch a Power may certain- 


ly be communicated, becauſe it implies no Contradiction. 
In like manner therefore,” adds he, © as we ſee 
« Mankind furniſhed with Abilities to contrive and form 
„ ſeveral Machines of wonderful Force and Efficacy; to 
build Houſes and Ships; make Clocks and Watches; 
and govern Kingdoms: So there ſeems to be no 
“ ContradiCtion, in ſuppoſing that God might commu- 
© nicate ſo much Power to one of his own lorry of 
© 24 more exalted Nature than Man, as to enable him to 
ce create inferior Beings, and frame a World of his own, 
* compoſed of intelligent Agents; which Power however 
“ muſt be limited, and muſt be dependant on the ſu- 
* preme Being.“ | | 
it Again, Pages 30, 31, and 32. he argues as well from 
WW the Notions of the Heathens, as from a Paſſage in the 
Wm Song of Moſes Deut. xxxii. 8, 9. from the Sentiments of 
the modern Jews, as well as thoſe more ancient; and from 
a Paſſage or two in the Primitive Fathers of the Chriſtiap 
Church; that a/mighty God placed Angels, or created ſpi- 
ritual Beings, as Guardians, or governing Spirits, over 


þ | the ſeveral Nations upon Earth; and that the Portion of 
I: Jſrael was peculiarly committed to the Care of a Being, 


which he concludes, from divers laboured Arguments, 
was none other than a ſecond Fehovah, inferior to the firſt; 
Michael the Archangel, and a ſecond, or ſecondary God: All 
which long breathed and fine ſpun Arguments, are evi- 
dently deſigned to demonſtrate, that the Logos, the Word 
F God and the ſecond Perſon of the moiſt Holy Trinity, 
who became incarnate in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, was 
a Being ſubordinate to the Father, the one ſupreme ſelt- 
exiſting God. | 
Such is the Drift of this Author's Reaſonings, but they 
are all very fully, as well as very eaſily anſwered, by on- 
ly obſerving from St. Paul, that Chriſt was that 9 
no 


. . 


[ 23 ] | 
who had the more immediate Care of the Hraelitiſp Nas 


tion, in regard of their Deliverance out of Egyptian Bon- 
dage, and their Settlement in the Land of Canaan, as 


eus Chriſt ſtyles himſelf thus, 1 am Alpha and Omega, 
„Le Beginning and the Ending, the firſt and the laſt, ſaith | 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, | 


which the Angel, who appeared to Moſes, and commiſ- 
ſioned him to bring the Children of Jrael out of Egypt, 
aſcribed to himſelf ; and which the Author of the Eilay- 
makes uſe of in defining God himſelf, the one ſupreme 
to elftexiſting Being, as I have already obſerved. 
This very Argument alone, I ſay, is a full Anſwer to 

all the Author of the Eſſay hath advanced, in regard of 
2 ſecondary God; and muſt needs be concluſive, becauſe it 
s formed upon his own Principles, However, it may not 
de improper to examine particularly the Hſinuationg 
he hich he hath given in his Eſſay, to ſupport a Doctrine 
quite contrary thereto, contained in thoſe Paſſages 


4 hich I have been juſt quoting from him. 
* Now, as to the firſt of theſe 1n/inuations, that becauſe 


. there are other Beings which exiſt beſides the firſt Cauſe ; 
band becauſe the Son, in the Doctrine of the Trinity in 
of Ui, is ſaid to have been begotten of the Father, there- 
fore he muſt be a ſecondary God: It may be replied, 
at the Word begotten, when it relates to the Godbead, 
|: juſt not be taken juſt in the very ſame Senſe, as when it 

applied to Mankind; for, as one of the incommunicable 
tributes of God is, that he is incomprehenſible, ſo the 
erms made uſe of in ſacred Myit, to give Mankind as 
eat an Idea of the Myſteries relating to himſelf, from 
bjects as ſuitable to our Senſes and Underſtandings as 
je Nature of the Thing will admit of, cannot be ade- 
ate to that Purpoſe, and conſequently muſt not be ad- 
red to in too 1trict a Senſe ; and therefore, when we 
ad of the only begotten Son, which is in the Boſom of the 
aber, the Meaning of it is, that as there is the mot 
intuuate 


appears from 1 Cor. x. 1, &c. and from St. Jobn, that 


the Almighty, Rev. i. 8, 11. being the very ſame Titles 


af 


intimate Relation between a Father here on Earth, and 
an only and moſt dearly beloved Son, that there can poſſih. 
ly be between two Perſons who are not one Fleſb, fo the 
Father and the Son, tho” they are two diſtinct Perſons of 
the Deity, are notwithſtanding in Eſſence, Subſtance, and 
other Reſpefs, but one Being. 1 | 
« Bur here I would not by any means be underſtood, 
W as if this Metapbor is fully expreſſive of this Matter 
there not being any one that is poſſible to be made uſe 
of adeguate for that Purpoſe, as Thave juſt been obſerving; 
and therefore, in order to make good that Defect, there 
are other Expreſſions made uſe of in different Parts of 
Scripture, and on different Occaſions; all which being 
put together, clear up the Thing as much as human Ca. 
acities can attain unto. 
To give an Inſtance in this reſpect, the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in order to give us an Idea o 
the Eſence and Nature of the Son of God, ſpeaks of 
him thus, who being the Brightneſs of God's Glory, adds 
immediately, in order to prevent any wrong Concluſions 
eing drawn from thence, and the expreſs Image of hi 
Perſon, Heb. i. 3. fo that this laſt mentioned Expreſſion 
ought not to be made fubſervient to form any wron 
Notions upon, as the Author of the Effay actually dot) 
make it, particularly Pages 84, 85. any more than th 
former, or than the Expreſſion gegolten, or than an 
other particular Exprefſion beſides, without having 
due Regard to thoſe others contained in the Word 
God, which relate thereunto likewiſe. 
Again, as to his Argument deduced from hence, th 
« God can do every thing that doth not imply a Contr 
4 diction,” that Maxim is not rightly ſtated; for he oug 
to have ſaid, that God can do every thing that is not 
ther contrary to his own Nature, or to the Nature ( 
5 Things: From whence it will be found upon due Refle 
4 tion, that it is contrary to both theſe Natures juſt- men 
oned, as well as to Revelation, for God to communica 
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b. BY his Attributes, particularly the Knowledge of the inmoſt 
ze Receſſes of the Heart; the being preſent in more 
of Places than one at the very ſame time; and the Power 
of Creation, to any Creature whatever. | 
And here I ſhall ſet him right in regard of another 
Miſtake alſo, when he ſays, Page 28, that we ought 
to take Notice, that in the Language of the Scrip- | 
© tures, both in the Old and New Teſtament, When 
the Creation is ſpoken of, it is only to be conſidered | 
<« .as referring to the Creation of this World, of Which 
& there is no mention made of the Creation of Angels, 
&*© or of any other Being, becauſe it would have been 
“foreign to the Purpoſe.“ ---- For it is expreſsly ſaid, 
Coloff. i. 15, &c. that all things were created, which are 
in Heaven, and which are in Earth, Things viſible and in- 
viſible ; whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Princi- 
palities, or Powers : all things were not only created BY 
Jeſus Chrift, but ror him too. From whence it is plain, 
that all the Angelic Hoſt of ſpiritual Beings, let their 
Ranks or Stations be what they will, are ſaid in this 
Paſſage to have been created, and that by the Son of God, 
who exiſted before any Creature whatſoever, who is 
accordingly there ſtyled the Firſt-born of every Creature; 
an Expreſſion which is not put to ſignify that he ever 
had a Beginning, but on the contrary, that he was be- 
fore the Beginning of any Thing, i. e. from all Eternity. 
Accordingly, it is becauſe he was their Creator, that 
all the Angels of God are commanded to worſhip the 
Son, even in reſpect of his human Nature, Heb. i. 6. 
Creation being the Foundation of Dominion; as Domint- 
en (according to the Author of the Eſſay, in a Paſſage 
A which he quotes from Sir Jaac Newton, Page 93.) is 
re the Foundation of Acts of divine Y/orſbip. But then, 
the Doctrine, that any one Creature ſhould have Power 
given him of creating any other Creatures, which the 
ſaid Author endeavours to inculcate elſewhere, as I. 
have already obſerved, is monſtrous and abſurd, to ſay 


no worſe of it. 


| the Chriſtian Church, he himſelf gives us to underſtand, 
chat they don't carry any Weight with them upon the 
4 whole, tho' he ſeems notwithſtanding to make all the 
E uſe of them he can to ſupport his Arguments every 
| 1 | where, J ſhall therefore proceed to conſider the Ex- 


126 ] 


As for the Notions of the Heathens, 1n regard of 


| there being ſecondary Gods, inferior to the one Taps 


1 ſhall paſs that over as not deſerving any Reply; 
as to the Notions of the Jes, and Primitive Fathers of 


planation that he hath given of the Paſſage, which he 
| ho out of the Song of Moſes, Deut. xxxii. 8, 9. the 
ords of which, in the Bible commonly made ule of, 


j 1 are theſe according to him, aft thy Father, and he will 
W /bew tber; thy Elders, and they will tell thee : when the 
21 High divided the Nations, when he ſeparated the Sons 


of Adam, he ſet" the Bounds of the Nations according to the 
umber of the Children of Iſrael ; and Jebovab's Portions 


| ; is N People : Jacob is the Lot of his Inheritance. 


The Meaning of which is this, that upon the Diſper- 
ſion of all the Inhabitants of the Earth, upon the Con- 
fuſion of Languages at Babel, they were divided into 
twelve Communities, by each Perſon's aſſociating him- 
ſelf with thoſe who ſpoke the fame Language: But as 
all theſe People had embarked in one and. the ſame im- 
pious Deſign againſt the Honour of God, he did not 
think fit to make choice of either of theſe Communi- 
ties for his peculiar People, but ſuffered them to be go- 
verned by their reſpective Leaders, as Monarchs over 
them; yet in Proceſs of Time, he commanded Abra- 
bam to throw off the idolatrous Religion in which he 
had been educated, and which at that time univerſally 
prevailed, and to ſeparate himſelf from the Community 
to which he belonged, in order to worſhip the true God 
only; and in conſequence of his Obedience, adopted 
that Patriarch's Family, which was divided into twelve 
Tribes alſo, for his favourite Nation, and became their 
Ring. 

This is a fair Interpretation of this Paſſage of ſacred 


7 1 
yes the Copy in common Uſe; and i 
it 


Writ, accord | | 

the Senſe of given after the Septuagint, we ſhall} 

find it to be of one and the ſame Import: For when it 

is faid therein, that he ſet the Bounds of the Nations a- 
cording to the Angels of God, and the Lord's Portion is i; 

People Jacob, the Lot of his Inheritance 1ſrael : the Angels | 

F God there-mentioned appear from the Context to be 
none other than the Heads of the twelve Tribes, of the 
| Portion and Inheritance there- mentioned, agreeable to 
the original Meaning of the Word Angel; which, as 1 
have already obſerved, ſignifies a Miniſter, in like man- 
ner as the Heads of Nations are ſtyled the ſame elſes 
where in Scripture, as being God's Vicegerents; and 
which appear always to be Men, and not ſpiritual 
created Beings, agreeably to that Paſſage of the wiſe Sem 
of Sirach, which the Author of the Eſſay quotes, and 
which ſays, for in the Diviſion of the Nations of The whole ' 

_ Earth, Gad ſet aRuLts, and not a governing ſpiritual, 
Being as he would have it, over every People; but rael 
* is the Lord's Portion. 21:47. een 
bo So that the plain Senſe of the Text is this, that whem 
o Mankind came to be divided into diſtinct Communities, 
- | after the Deluge, the Monarchial Form of Government 
S | prevailed in reſpect of every one of them; but that 
- | when God himſelf, came to form the Conſtitution of 
his peculiar People, he eęſtabliſned a Throcracy over 
them; and that this %- mentioned Kind of Govern- 
* ment is as much to be preferred to the former, as a 
er Being infinite in all Per fections is ſuperior to one that is 
a» | forte and imperfect in every reſpect. 5 
1C I think that I might now fairly conclude this Subject 
ly alſo, with obſerving that Michael is ſaid in Scripture to, || 
ty be an Arch-angel only, and Gabriel an Angel of the Lord, 
and conſequently that there is not the leaſt Authority, | 
ed | from facred Writ, for thinking that the Son of God, the. | 
VE Second Perſon of the moſt Holy Trinity, was pointed out- 
IC | by the former, and the Holy Gboſt, the Third, Perſun. 
thereof, by the latter. But as the Author of the Eſſay 


” 
* 
* 


% ͤ ao oe ra 


| [ 28 J 
ſeems to lay a great Streſs upon a Paſſage in Daniel, 
where mention is made of Michael the chief Prince, 
W ſtyled alſo your Prince, that is, Prince of the Jewiſb 
Nation; and of the Prince of Perfia; as allo of the 
W Prince of Grecta, Chap. x. 13, 20, 21. taking it for 
4 * that they all point out created ſpiritual Beings 
E 


ſet as Guardians, or governing Angels, over the Realms 
of Judea, Perſia, and Greece by God, each in his re- 
W ſpective Poſt, and waging War againſt one another. I 
W ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate from parallel Places in 
Scripture, that all his Notions in that reſpect alſo are 


= which came and converſed with Daniel was Jehovah, 
who afterwards became incarnate in the Perſon of Jeſus 
W Chrift; that Michael is put there to point out Jaſbua the 
Son of TJozadak; the High Prieft of the Jews at the 
= Time of this Viſion; the Prince of Perſia, the chief 


Which was to ariſe at a certain Time under the Grecian 
Empire; and that it points out alſo, that as Michael 
| would ſtruggle greatly to promote the Decrees and De- 


ſtrive with all his Might to obſtruct it, and but too ſuc- 


the Object of his Worſhip. | 
Now, that the Perſon which appeared to Daniel was 
ehovab, is learnt from thoſe Acts of Adoration which 
paid him; being ſuch as other holy Men are ſaid elſe- 
where in /acred Writ to have always paid to the Derty ; 
but ſuch alſo, as Daniel omitted to pay to the Angel 
Gabriel in the preceding Chapter. And that he was not 
ee but Chrift, is likewiſe learnt by comparin 
the Deſcription given of this Apparition here, as alſo 
that of the Ancient of Days, contained in the viith Chap- 
ter, with that of the Angel of Jeſus which was ſeen by 
St. John, Rev. i. For by ſuch a Compariſon it will be 
found, that the Perſon ſeen at thoſe different Periods 
W?Z 


founded on Miſtake, and prove that the Apparition 


of the idolatrous Prigſts belonging to that Empire; and 
che Prince of Grecia, the chief of the idolatrous Priefts,- 


| Y ſigns of Jehovah, ſo the chief Prieft of Perfia would 


= ceſsfully for ſome time, ſupported therein by the Devil, 


[29] 


was but one and the ſame; and it ill appear at che | 
fame time, that he ſtyles himſelf by the incommunica- | 
ble Name aforeſaid, the Lord which is, which was, and | 


which is to come, the Almighty. 


That Michael is put to point out Joſhua the High Prieft | 
of the Jews, is made out thus; the Paſſages of Scripture. | 
in which expreſs mention is made of that Arch-angel, are 
only four, viz. the xth Chapter of Daniel above- men- 


tioned ; the xiith Chapter of the ſame Book; the Epiſtle 


of St. Jude; and the xiith Chapter of the Revelations ; . 


but then, St. Jude plainly points out that the iiid CHap- 


ter of Zechariah relates to the very ſame Events, as the 


xth Chapter of Daniel, in that reſpect alſo. 
In the xth Chapter of Daniel, we read of a great Con- 


tention: between the Apparition above ſpoken of, and 
gent to be Jehovah, having Michael the Prince of the 


Jews to hold with him, and the Prince of Perfia, in re- 
part of the Subject-· matter of Daniel's Petitions, which 


e had been very earneſtly and devoutly putting he, to ; 


Cod, for the Space of three Weeks. 


In the Epiſtle of St. Jude, we read that Michael 0 


Arch angel, when contending with the Devil he diſputed: 
about the Body of Moſes, durſt not bring againſt bim 
a railing Accuſation, but ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee. 


In the iiid Chapter of Zechariah, thereis the Relation 


of a Viſion which was made to that Prophet, in theſe 
Words, viz. he ſhewed me Joſhua the High Prieft, 
4e ſtanding before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan 
« ſtanding at his Righthand to reſiſt him. And the 
« Lord ſaid unto: Satan, the Lord rebuke thee, O 
** Satan, even the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem, re- 
buke thee ; Is not this a Brand pluck'd out of the 
* Fire?” ; 

Now, as the Text af St. Jude plainly alludes to 
the Viſion related in the xth Chapter of Daniel, ſo it 
doth the ſame no leſs to that of Zechariab juſt quoted; | 
from whence we are given to underſtand, that all three: 
of theſe Paſſages have a ſtrict Connection between each 


| 


' 


| 
| 


Jude can poſſibly refer to, 
we ſhall be the more fully convinced, that he actually 
= doth refer to theſe, if the Emblems, and figurative Ex- 
W 2re/ions that occur in this reſpect, and that are ſo ge- 
nerally made uſe of in all the reſt of the Prophetic 


= In order to do this it muſt be obſerved, that a 
= Prince is often put in prophene, as well as the facred 


3 man; a thing too natarious to need any more 
4 21 as the Chief Prieſts of all Nations, as well as 
4 al 


of the Jews, at the Time of both thoſe Viſions , 


to that Awpire, who was F with Jeſbua, 
— had Diſputes with him: And the Prince of Grecta, 


| f 30 J 
| gther, and point gut the very ſame-Events ; eſpceially 
| us there are no aches, © in ſacred Writ that $ 


it be not to theſe; an 


Writings, are but explained; which I ſhall now at- 


Writings, to mean a Chief Prieft as well as a n 

ards, 

11 Religions, bear at this Day the Rank of Princes. 
Certain it is however, that Aaron the firſt High Prizf 
of the Jews, was joined in Commiſſion with Ile by 
God himſelf, as the Chizfs of the {racluiſb Nation; 
and therefore it is no wonder that Jabua the Chief Prisff 


ſhould be pointed out by Michael, and ſaid to be the 
Prince of that Nation, And if Michael points out the 
Ebief Prieft of the ge by the: very Rule the 

Prange of Perſſa int out the Chief Prieft belong- 


ao, a Chief Prieft, which was one Day to ariſe under, 
and belong to the laſt-mentioned Empire likewiſe. 

As for the Angel of the Lord, in whoſe Preſence 
Zechariah ſays this Diſpute happened, he tells us that it 
was none other than Jeboueh himſelf; which is a farther 
Proof of what I have been ſaying above, in regard of 
the Apparition, in that Reſpect; and by Satan's being 
faid to act ſo ſtrenuoufly agamſt Jau, and Jehouab's 
zehuking him for it, we are given to underſtand, that 
the Chief Pricft. belonging to the Perfian Empire, was 
Aſted by the Devel with, all his Power; hi . Ch; 


5 Org. g. 3 tee r 


ith Chand. X. 2. 


ö 


311 


by the interpofition of Jehovah, got the better of hem, 
and carried his Point. This = ; Zechariah Hrs, | 
was about Jeruſalem, which ah had chtſen, and 
which was at that time as a bind pluckt otit bf the 
fire > Fi igurative res which may be e ined 
from that Paſſage In St. Jude, when he ſays, that the 
Contention between Michael and the Devil, was Ao | 
the Body of Moſes ; for as the B dy of Chrift is faid to be | 
A fo the B ro en | 
Ar in that Paſſage but the Church founded | 
the natural Bo E that Propher having been 
by Ged himſelf fo ſecretly, as that his Sepulchee 
5 eg diſcovered “. 
Now Nahen confined. the public Worſhip of alm eighty 
God to the Temple at Jeruſalem, the on 1 wh 1 
. WN wherein to put his Name; 
le of Jeruſalem bal been burnt with Fre by Nebn= 
25 woes t fevent 382 Years before Don faw 
the Viſion here treated o c; Gray bat had put an End to tho 
8 of the Jews, w ce had decreed 
ſhould laft feventy Years, — commanded rhe 
> | Temple of Fernſalem to be rebuilt, about two Yeats bes 
fore, probably by the Intereſt of that Propher, who was 
veſteck wich one of the higheſt Employments in the 
State under him + ; but by the Abſehce of that great 
Prince from Court, which laſted all his Life-time, by 
reaſon. of the Wars i in which he was engaged, the Fre 
de mies of the Jews had Influence enough to difp enſe with 
ir. | that Royal Decree t, which, according to — Laws of | 
ep || the Medes and Perfians, could not be reverſed, and put 
of Ja Stop to the Buildin oy This — 
ng Daniel is given to underſtand would not be remedied 
/s during his Life-rime f, notwithſtanding that Jehovah, 
Jas well as Jaſbua, had it very much at Heart; as alfo 
i | that a Mi ortune as bad or worſe would befal this ſame 
, | Church under the Grecian Empire (which he had been 
by. | given to — before was to wad occaſioned by 


and th 


che Wiles and Influence of the Chief Prieft, which w 
| belong thereto at that Ee. C0 oe + 1. dul 


Accordingly we have no farther Account given us 
of Daniel — the third. Vear of Cyrus, the Date of 
the Viſion aforeſaid; upon the Death of that Prince, 
and the Acceſſion of his Son Camlyſis, named Artaxer- 
| xes in ſacred Writ, to the Throne, the Fews,attempted 
to go forward with the Building of the Temple again, 
but were prevented once more from doing it, by the 
great Influence of their Enemies at Court * , at laſt, 
upon the Acceſſion of Darius Hyſtaſpes, called alſo A. 
baſhuerus in-Scripture, to the Crown, they re- aſſumed 
it again upon the Aſſurances which Zorobabel the Go- 
vernor, and Joſbua the High Prieft, had given them by 
the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, that it ſhould not 
be put a Stop to any more; which happened according- 
ly, notwithſtanding all the Endeavours of their Ene- 
mi by their Application to that Prince for that Pur- 
pole F. | 

: Thus was the Temple and City of Feruſalem rebuilt, 


* 


and the public Worſhip of Cod reſtored as before, 
after the three great Struggles aforeſaid made to brin 
it about; namely, when the Decree of Cyrus was fi 
diſpenſed with, which occaſioned Daniel's Prayers and 
Faſtings above-mentioned; when it was ſet aſide 
again by Cambyſes ; and when the ſame Thing was at- 
tempted once more upon the Succeſſion of Darius: 
Which three Periods, as they anſwer to the three Weeks 
Struggle that Jebovah is repreſented to have been en- 
gaged in as above-mentioned, ſo they may be well fu 
poſed to refer to them; as a Yeek is a diſtinct and de- 
terminate Point of Time; as the Prapheſies in ſacred Mil 
never mention any thing, how minute ſoever it may 
ſeem, without ſome Meaning in it, relative to, and ex- 
preſſive of the Events forerold ; as the future Time, 
ſpoken of in that Kind of Writings, is very frequent- 
ly wont to be included in the preſent; and as all Ex- 
1 ee preſſions 
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preſſions relating 16//amix Affairs, ought not, accord 
ing to the Nature of Things, to be taken in tov ftrick 


4 Sent when e 
in a ed 


he Applriion's touching Daniel 
Tie, by way of feng ngthening him after he had 

Ade eg jt 

that — 1 nar 


chird of which only anfwered the End; 
ing ſeems to Per out here, that 
ws of the Struggles above-mentioned would fail of 
and none but the third prove effectual. N K 
In Probeſs of Time Anriochus Epiphanes, one of the 
Monarchs of the Orerian Empire, founded by Alexan- 
der the Great upon his over- turning the Perſian, having 
taken it into his Heat to oblige all his Subjects to con- 
— to the ſume Religion which he himſelf profeſſed'z 
probably by the Inſtigation of the Chief Prieft belong - 
5 0 Kingdom, bet certainly by that of an Apoſtate 
5 Prieff 8 7wo of the Jews — according to 
the — of the ſecond Book of Maccabres, Chap. w. | 
. | 7, Se. aboliſhed the public Worſbip of God from the | 
{| World, and profaned his Temple; till at gh 
Maccabens, by the Interpoſition of Providence, reſtored 
it again, as appears from the fn and ſecond Books of 
Maccabees aforeſaid. | 
That the Difficulties which the rue Religion laboured 
under at that Time, was the Occaſion of Daniel's Prayers 
: . and Faſting, farther appears from hence; that the 
Io following Chapters, vrz. xi. and xii. contain a Pro- 
phecy revealed to him, relating to the Riſe and Succeſſion 
of two great Tyrants, Who were to ſtir up two very great 
inſt the pure Church of God, in two dif- 
ferent ereof ; the laſt of which would be put 
ay al Eid to, rin Introduction of the Kingdom of God- 
into the World, by means whereof a final End would | 
be put to any thing of the like Nature happening any, 
more: The firſt of which Perſecutions having been 
x- revealed at large to Daniel in his Viſion, contained in 


ons on: yinth Chapter, and a 1 1 only given of the yh ; 
| a 
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that laſt is very fully treated of in theſe Chapters, and 
the firſt paſſed over but ſlightly. - 
| Accordingly it will be found, by comparing the xiith. 

| Chapter of Daniel with the xiith Chapter of the Ræve- 
' lations, that the Michael mentioned. by the Propher there 
is none other than the Michael mentioned by the Apoſtle ; 
| eſpecially if we conſider: at the ſame wine: what had 
| been revealed to the Prophet before, in regard of the 


Time, Times, and the dividing of Time; and the putting 
thei Son 'of Man at the Head of an Empire, which was 
to he univerſal as to Extent, and everlaſting in reſpect of 
Time, Chap. vii. 25, 13, 14, 27. For as to the Per- 


fecution of Antiochus Epiphanes againſt the Jews, and 


the putting an End to the public Worſhip of God by him, 


ris plain from Dan. viii. 13, 14. that his Aboliſnment 


of the /acred and civil Liberties of that People was to 
laſt io thouſand and three hundred Days; whereas the 
Accompliſhment of the Propheſy, relating to the /cat- 
tering of the Power of the holy People, Chap. xii. 7, &c. 
by the Prince mentioned Chap. xii. 21. was to laſt no 
more than a Time, Times, and a half, or at moſt but a 
thouſand two hundred and ninety Days ; anſwering to a 
Time, Times, and an half, or a thouſand two hundred and 
threeſcore Days, ſpoken of by St. John in the Paſſage 
before quoted. So that this Event, of which I have 
been ſpeaking, cannot refer to the Times of the Syrian 
Tyrant above-mentioned, but muſt relate to ſome 


ker, which was to happen i in the laſt Age of the Chri- 


tian Church, after St. John's Time. 
Accordingly i it muſt be noted here, that the Prophecy 
relating to the Reign of Antiochus aforeſaid ends 


the 19th Verſe of the xith Chapter of Daniel; that the 
20th Verſe relates to Antiochus Eupator his Son, who 
ſucceeded him, and after a ſhort Reign of little more 
than a Year, was dethroned and put to Death-by his 


Uncle Demetrius, having been traiterouſly' put into his 


Power * . and that the 21ſt Verſe, and all the Remain- 
der 


* 
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der of the Prophecy, relates to ſome other Tyrant, whe 
was to be a much greater Enemy to the pure Church 0 

God in the laſt Ages thereof, than even Antiochus him- 
{elf would have been in his Days. > 3" A 

_ - Having ſet Things in this View, let us now ſpeak of 
Michael in the Light in which St. Job puts him; and 
in order to do this, it is neceſſary to conſider the Em- 
blems and figurative Expreſſions which he makes uſe of, 
together with the Explanation which he himſelf gives of 
them. Accordingly, the ſeven Angels of the ſeven 
Churches of Afia, plainly point out the ſeven chief Mini- 


ers, Super- intendants, or Biſhops of thoſe ſeven Churches, 


each in his reſpective Droceſe ; and conſequently Miabael 
the Arch-angel muſt be put to point out a certain Ab. 
biſpop, who was to ariſe in the pure Church of Chriſt in 
ſome future Age. | ET 
Agreeably hereto, Jehovah gives Dauiel to under- 
ſtand, Chapter x. 1, 14. that the Time appointed; for 
the Accompliſhment of his Viſion was long, as to the 
firſt Period of it; and that it would not take plate in 
all reſpects till the latter Days, or the laſt Age of the 
Church of God. And Zechariah alſo intimates, that his 
Prophecy recorded in Chapter iii. did not only relate to 
Jaſbua the High Prieft, of whom he ſpeaks in the Be- 
ginning of his Viſion, but to another Joſbua and his 
Fellows; anſwering to Michael and his Angels, men- 
tioned by St. John, who were to make their Appearance 
in the Days of the Mz/iah (whom he ſtyles the Branch, 
as //aiah had done before him) and at the Time when 
he would remove the Iniquity of that Land, which 
would be made the Inſtrument of introducing his King- 
dom into the World; when all Mankind are to be in 
a happy, as well as a peaceful Situation, Zech. in. 8, &c. 
The Author of the Treatiſe quotes another Text, as 
if it countenanced him in his Error; that God had put 
guardian or governing Angels to preſide over the World, 
viz. Heb. ii. 5. where it is ſaid, unto the Angels hath he 
not put in Subjection the M. — to come, whereof we ſpeak, 

2 OI 
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or of which the *ip1ftle had been ſpeaking, Chap. i: 8, 
Sc. a Patiage which he ſays implies, that the preſent 
Horid was governed by them. But if we give due 
Attention to the Context, we ſhall find that it points 
out no ſuch thing The Meaning of it being only this, 
that when the Kingdom of God came to be fabled in 
the next Age of the World, which the Propagation of 
the Goſpel was deſigned to prepare all Nations for, 
Mankind would be perfectly well governed under it, 
even tho* none of the Aagels above would be at the 
Head of it, but the Man CHRIST Jesus. This King: 
dom, the preſent Biſhop of Clogher calculates will = 
place in the Year 2013; but Mr. Zhjot in the Year 
1766. How theſe learned Gentlemen came to difter fo 
much in this Reſpect, is beſides my Purpoſe to enquire ; 
but whoever reads the Prophecies of ſacred Writ atten- 
tively, will find that very happy Times are to take place 

on Earth before its Diflolution, preceded by very bed 
ones. 

As to the Name of Michael, which ſignifies who is 
Hike unto God, it was given to intimate, that the two 
Perfons pointed out by that Arch-engel, namely, the 
Higb Prieft of the — and the Arch-byſhop of the pure. 
Church of God aforeſaid, would exerciſe the very ſame 
high Office each in his Turn, as God himſelf would one 

condeſcend to do in the Perſon of Feſus Chriſt, 
who in the Days of his F/eſ was conſecrated to be an 
High Prieft for evermore, and the Biſbop of our Souls, 
Heb. vii. 28. and 1 Peter ti. 25. and this is a farther 
Proof of what J have been offering above on that Head. 

Having thus pointed out tne Miſtakes of the Author 
of the Treatiſe, in regard of his Notions of guardian 
Angels of Nations, I beg leave to obſerve, that I don't 
mcan to infinuate by any thing that I have ſaid, that 
there are not any Ranks of Diſtinction among the An- 
gelic Ha themſelves. On the contrary, as we may ob- 
ſerve a Superiority to prevail, even among the Brute 


Creation, whenever any Numbers of them come to- 
gether, 
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gether, whether they be of one and the farne Kind os 
not, as well as among Hankiod, fo the very ſame Cir 
cumſtance plainly appears from Scripture 40. do fo ns | 
leſs, among the Angels above ; for otherwiſe, Gabr 
could not have ple himſelf an Angel which foad in the 
Preſence of Cad, meaning that he was one of the great 
Courtiers of Heawen, as y doth, Luke i. 19; ER | 
Paul reckon up the Titles, by which their diff 
Ranks are diſtinguiſhed, as ſet forth, Coleſf. i. 10% 
As ta the . s Cavils in regard of. th wa 
Perfon, or any other of the like — 
of in the Athanafian Creed, which have any 
to Mankind, and are applied ta the Deity, Ne xa 
need to ſay any more about them here, having diſct 
* Matter ſa fully already, in ſpeaking of the 
&c. ----- But as he brings the damagtory Cl 

— upon the Carpet, by way of 1 ſmuating 
there was ſomewhat or too 9 in 1288 
for the Chriftian Spirit, I ſhall very 2 demonſtrate 
here, that there is in reality. pathing in bs but hat 
is entirely agreeable ta the Chrifiau Dochrine, as appears 
particularly from what is ſaid by St. Marthe xxuiii. g 
and St. Mar xvi. 16. go teach or Ace 
all Nations, baptizing 4 in the Name Wi 2 
and of the Son; and of the Holy Ghoſt. 2 ey ws, 
and is baptized, ſball be ſaved; aud be-that ah, 
Hall be damned. 

Here the Goſpel Terms of Salvation are bald ta 
on the one Hand, the being baptized into the F aith a 
the moſt Holy 7 rinity ; and on the other, Damnation is 
very expreſsly threatned againſt all thoſe who do — 
hold that fundamental Article of the Criſtian Religion. 
---- Now the very ſofteſt Turn which can poſſibly be 
given to the Word Damnatian here is, that they ſhall 
not be ſaved by the Terms aforeſaid, if they are upon 
any other. 

This Obſervation regards all thoſe People, at leaſt, 


who have Opportunities offered them of coming into | 
the | 


„ 


n 
| te Pale of the Chriftian Church, and refuſe it; but as 
for thoſe who have been once baptized into, and pro- 
— the Belief of the Trinity in Unity, I ſhall refer | 
| them to another Text, as very worthy of their Conſi- 
| deration, which is that of Heb. xii. 15. Looking dili- 
| e Tteflt any Man fail of the Grace of God; lefl any 
Noot of Bitterneſs ſprmging up trouble you, and thereby | 
| many be defiled: Left there be any Formcator, or profane 
| Perſon as Efau, who for one Morſel of Meat fold his Birth- | 
| right. For ye know how that afterward, when he would 
| Dave anherited the Bleſſing, he was rejected; for be found 
| 30 Place of Repentance, though he ſought it carefully with 
| Tears. And as for thoſe who have actually renounced 
| their Bapriſmal Vow in that reſpect, I refer them to 
another Text in the ſame: Author, Chap. vi. 4. where 
It is ſaid, that it is tmpoſfible for thoſe who were once en- 
be htined, and bave taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were 
made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted of the 
good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come, 
of they ſhall fall away, to renew them again unto Repen- 
ance ; ſeeing they crucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to an open Shame. For the Explanation of 
which Paſſage, they may, if they pleaſe, conſult Dr. 
Sherlock's Diſcourſe on Death. "GON". 
I ſhall conclude with moſt humbly beſeeching al- 
mighty God, that he would be pleaſed to illuminate all 
Bi 6, Priefts, and Deacons, with true Knowledge and 
| - Underſtanding of his Word, that both by their Preach- 
ing and Living they "7 ſet it forth, and ſhew it 
accordingly. 0 38 Re 
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